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January 27th, 1925 


George He Clapp, Feqs 
Weediand Koad 
Edgeworth 
Sewickley, Pa 
Dear Mre Cliappt 
Replying te your detier of January 25th, 
the enclosed is @li.we can find with referente ‘ 
to your queries. 


8 


Very trudy yours, 


Ente ~ Curater 


May 5th, 1925 


‘ \ 


George He. Cispp, Hage 
Woociand Koad 
Edgeworth 
Sewickley, Pae 


Dear Mre Clapp: 
You are the’ fisst one to call my attention 
te the two varieties ef the Lafayette dollar. I 
have not aeen mention of this befor@e The two 
copies which ZI have are alike, and I shail now 
be on the lockout for the one you describe. Many 
thanks for letting me know of this new discovery 
on your parte : ii 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


May 13th, 1925 


George He Clapp, Esqe 
Woodland Read 
Edgeworth, Sewickley, Pae 


Dear Mre Clapp: 


Thenk you for ycur letter of May Sth. 
I will try to get downtown within the next 
day or so, and will see if I can find thet 
yariety of the Lafayette dellar. ZI am aw- 
fuliy glad you made this discovery; and 
think perhaps it would be best not te spread 
it too far until I am able te pick up cree 
Hany thankse © 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


May 26, 1925 


Mr. George H. Clapp 
Woodland Road, Edgeworth 
Sewickley, Penna. 


Dear Mr. Clapp: 


I had a chance to go to Guttagts the other day and 
look over about fifty Lafayette Dollars. With this 
number before me I picked out four varieties. The 
easiest way to tell them apart is by the little 
palm branch on the reverse. I am giving a pencil | 
geseription of these herewith. . 

Die one and die four appear to be the ravest.. I find 
only three or four of each of thess and at least 
twenty of varieties two and three. I intend to 
photograph these the first chance I get and will 
send you a photograph. ; 


Very truly yours 


HW C . Curator 


February 3rd, 1926 


George He Clapp, Kage 
Woodland Read. 

Edgeworth, Sewickley, Fae 
Dear Mr. Clapp: 

We were doirg some photographing the other day, 
and we attempted to photograph that cent again. I 
am still not satisfied with it; and when I photograph 
other subjects, will make another attempt. 


Very truly yours, 


Ence | Curater 


George He Clapp, teqe fee ee ha 
Edgeworta hse oe 
Sewickley, Pa. Bie 


Dear Ur. Clapp: Sane ot ory 4 


We had sume fur ther photographing « 


other day, and 1 am erclosing photogra hs of the 
cent wnien you wanted. I think thet tone are ene : 

a “YY Sears Rit; ee 4 
| improvenent on the previous ones. ; Pes Os ee 
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GEO. H. CLAPP 
WOODLAND ROAD » EXGEWORTH 
SEWICKLEY, PA. 
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March 10th, 1926 


George He. Clapp, Esqe 
Woedland Read 
Bdgewerth, Sewickley, Fa. 
Dear Mre Ciapp: 

Thank ies very much indeed for the 
photographie? your rare cents, which ar- 
rived yesterday. I think the work was 
very good, and I am very glad te have them. 
They shail be placed in a folder fer the 
library. 

Again thanking you, 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


GEO. H. CLAPP 
WOODLAND ROAD, EDGEWORTH 
SEWICKLEY, PA. 
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May 26th, 1926 z 


George H. Clapp, Esge 
Woodland Road 
Edgeworth 
Sewickiey, Pa. 


Dear Mre Clapp: 


I have been meaning to write up and send to the 
Numismatist that Washington-Lafayette account of vari- 
eties, out have been so busy with oe work that rt 
_ have been unable te do so. — . i | 

You are at perfect liberty caters anyone you 
wieh of these varieties, as I have pointed out these 5 
variations to a number of people. 


I have not especially studied the other Commemora= 2 
tive pieces for variations. I have noticed San Francisco 
and Philadelphia mint quarter-dollars of 1918 over 1917. 
They appear to be scarce, though to just what Ae: 
I cannot sa@ye — 


dig 


Very truly yours, 


La 


GEo. fH. CLAPP 
WOODLAND ROAD, EDGEWORTH 
SEWICKLEY, PA. 
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May 25, 1927 


Mr. George H. Clapp, 
Woodland Read, Edgeworth, 
Sewickley, Pas. . ee Sy 


Dear Sir: ; 


I have delayed answering vour keéstion about | 
cleaning your 1798 cent, as I wanted to ask Mr. Newell. 
' Personally, I cannot help vou out as I have never gone 
at cleaning coprer in a scientific way nor have I ever 
done much at cleaning. Mr. Newell does not either. 


Sears might be able to hslp you out or you = 
might write to the Metropolitan Museum of Art here in le 
New YYrk. Theyhave, through a Dr. Vink at Columbia, 
been perfecting a electrolytic rrocess that throws tack 
the me@al in the patination or oxide so that very littie et: 
loss of metal results. Why not write them for Dr. Fink's | ee 
full name and address? If he thinks he can clean the coins, 
give him, if you have them, one or two cheap coins vou do 
not Gare avout that have a similar patination. 


7m 


a 


Very truly yours, 


aa 


lig 


Curator- 
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WOODLAND ROAD, EDGEWORTH 
SEWICELEY* PA. 


July so, 150, 


Mr. Howland Wood, 
Am, Numismatic Society, 
New York, N.Y. 
Dear Mr, Wood: 

There is a question that has frequently come to my mind 
that I would like to have answered by you and some of the other experts 
at the Society, and that is: are "types" recognized in coins? 

In natural history the original specimen described by an 
author is considered the "type" for all time, it is the "Court of last 
resort" in case of any question. It may have been a poor, damaged specimen 
but it is carefully preserved and can never be replaced by a perfect one 
which may be found later. "Qnce a type always the type" is the rule. 

Why should that not be true of coins? Frequently the first 
specimen identified and described is a very poor one, but I maintain that 
it is the “type” of that variety and should be preserved as such. A case 
in point is your “Massachusetts Pattern Cent". Suppose a good one should 
turn up, before anyone could say that it is the same it must be carefully 
compared and checked with yours. Gilbert, in the Elder-Gilbert edition of 
Hays Cents of 1794, described a new variety as H-59 from a very poor specis= 
men which is now in my collection. I claim that your Mass. Cent and this 
H-59 are, and always will remain, the “types regardless of how many turn 
up later, 

Prossard described the cents of 1794 from the Hays collection 
and figured them, the first adequate description of the cents of that year, 
Hays marked all of his cents on the edge H followed by the Maris number and 
as very few of them were uncirculated those that turn up in collections are 
generally easily recognized by some defect which shows on the plates. 

In the case of the upper dates, 1816 to 1857, described by 
Andrews his descriptions are so general that unless the cent has some mark- 
ed characters, to which he calls attention, collectors guesses are apt to 
be very far apart and very few collectors even attempt to attribute their 
cents according to Andrews, or if they do they cannot get any other col- 
lector to agree with them. If the Andrews collection was in the Society 
Museum you could settle any question at once by reference to the "Epos 
The same is true of Hays on 1794 and Gilbert on 1796. Doughty is so full 
of errors that 1793, 94, 96, 1801, 2 and 3 have been studied and described 
by Crosby, Frossard (Hays), Gilbert and Newcomb and I am now nearly ready 
with 1798. Other dates are also being worked on by specialists. _ 

Is there anything in this or is it just a "fool notion’? 

Yours very sincerely, 


— 
Z 
<a A 


Mr. Geo. H. Clapp 
Woodland Road, E@geworth 
Sewickley, P@e 


q 


Dear Mr. Clapp: 

You most interesting letter is at hand and I have shorn 
it to Mr. Newell. As far as I know, te word "type" as used in natural 
history, is not used in numismaties. ie use the word to deseribe the 
general design, as you undoubtedly know. I wholly agree with you that it 
would be Utopia, if, when a complicated book on die varieties is written, 
either the actual coins or absolutely photographic facsimilies should be 
deposited in some permanent place so that one could say this is the coin 
from which description so and so was made. | 


For the past few months I have been working on a manuscript 
of half-dimes. Any minute description for the most part is unsatisfactory; 
the doubt will always be left in the reader's mind as to whether he has 
the piece described, or which one of the pieces described, or whether he 
has #he new variety. We propose to illustrate all these pieces, enlarged 
twofold, but even then, in some instances, it will be extremely difficult 
to determine which is which. 


However, the trouble of assembling all identical coins 
described in a certain book, is because the list is drawn from many sources 
and collections. The half-dime book mentioned above, is compiled from a 
number of collections. 


' Sincerely yours, 


Curator. 


GEO. H. CLAPP 
WOODLAND ROAD, ENDGEWORTH 
SEWICKLEY, PA. 


January 13, 1937, 


Edward T. Newell, President, 
Am, Bou avn tie Society, 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Mr. Newell:- 


Your telegram, signed copy of the Deed of Gift and 
your very kind letter of the tenth duly received and should have been 
acknowledged more promptly but I have been sunk by Annual Meetings. 


Please accept my most grateful thanks for your very 
great interest and all of the trouble you have taken in this matter at 
a time when you were not feeling well, as I feel that without your help 
there might have some delav in its consumation, 

Be 

To complete the sift I enclose my check for Five Thous- 
and ($5,000) Dollars so that you can have it invested. I will send you 
soon a list of the varieties of the early dates, prior to 1816, that are 
missing from my collection. So far as I now know there are onlv fifteen 
of them and you mav have an onvortunityv to acauire some of them, 


I thank you and the Society most sincerely for the 
great honor that you have conferred upon me by making me a Benefactor 


of the Society; I am in honorable company and hope that it can never be 
said that I betrayed my trust. 


When the weather settles down and flu and pneumonia 
have decided to give us a rest will run over to New York and take with 
me a selection of the early dates, Does the Society have regular meet- 
ing dates? If so will try to be there at one of them. It is now up to meds 
try to gather in some of the "strays", or at the least some improvers. 


Am pleased to note your favorable report on progress 
being made on the Publication Fund, I am putting the final smoothing 
up touches on the manuscripts and will then have a clean copy made and 
get started on the remaining plates. 


In my letters I have spoken chiefly of the early dates 
as I am more interested in them and have made special efforts to build 
up my collection, but in the uoper dates I have the majority of Andrews! 
varieties and manv unknown to him. Howard R. Newcomb is now revising the 
upper dates and as soon as he is through I will have something to work on, 


Verv sincerely yours, 


GEO. H. CLAPP 
WOODLAND ROAD, ENDGEWORTH 
SEWICKLEY, PA. 
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SEWICKLEY, PA. 
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February 2, 1957 


George H. Clapp, Esq., 
Woodland Koad, 
Bdgeworth, 

Sewickley, Pa. 


Dear Mr. Clapp: 


Your letter just at hand and I am making a special file 
that I can easily get at concerning your collection and the 
Pieces that you lack. The axact studying of varieties of cehts 
is somewhat new to me. I can see sometime that I will have to 
be a master of these. 


This is the first opportunity I have had to write to you 
concerning your most generous gidt. Some time when you are here I 
would like to discuss things with you and get your ideas on just 
how we shall keep them and where would be the best place. We 
have plenty of room in the vault but there are a number of 
questions that we should go over together. 


Mr. Newell tells me that you are planning to come here 
in the near future. If you can let me know,the day, I will make 
a point to be here as I take a day off each week but never know 
just when that will be. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


HY ks 


GEO. H. CLAPP 
WOODLAND ROAD, EDGEWORTH 
SEWICKLEY, PA. 


Abrcanye 7,19 EY, 
Afar Tp, Locwéd:- 
| Whip teeg & yor79 of (Te 2" yon well Piet ped A erg 
lage she yor (Cee Fics Litg Ptaty 20 /iers a1 only (0 of (Lewe He 
lie dJales Dlr E16, Sher an loo ut (998, 0. dA aud FE, ano 
lhe Oot. Kas 3-2), 7 “etice (lle puebyy Le (Ad, 
UL nuccbe> of (le o7ttierd are only Koen ce One 
Yyauple aud wz Kiew> Lo tid tat a RAotd-uxp Hau L Get- 
/ leew. Siinew thin all babe ars Localed aud tr may Or 
abt le Goaals (ie Herring (796, Rab Lo Y yin oan gah Tiahl 
le Leh Te Letton be old ct. Opn kare agrrah advaulage Ort 
on lhe Vanssied Pat LdenTij/eod), WAC. (Kee Hew Scoers. plcor0 
lotieah S Hacr of Khe Pressing Heumbrr Vey was Or tdesidesd 
When Sahartid 10 Ortlestion of Cute I boregit Bx, 
Largett Cafe [hak I Qvzte fot te le Qleved ©6200 avatabl. Jhra 8 
Hada oinl Cabsict ade ta fel ite dofe, He beagstrmn Fo Gage tecocse 
and Yel) 7X9 of rey Coul frye ot 81 le iledaraurr. We cel are ot Black 
Card board tayo Md ex? cleep oxtiide, Lined with apace of Xenhae ¥ 
Cohish Seuslooe @ Baucbl, (ele ile Ciuh a prece of Jouble Adetnese 
Card bear) (36% Vox Fox Bed. ont t0heah Le turfs date, Ptrenuthse ade, on beth, 
of fren 0 Onaled a picee of Papen Sor addeticnal dala, Oreqiu, pines, dale te, 
0 fay Pied /thes to hee Brat way tu lrtech & wkecbit a 
Cth blir ao Jpecmens Cau be Crpufratcd tr /ke hayo and nad ret Bx 
Fraud bed NOgpt 4 Aurn errr 2 Cheer (Ke sree. SM Rape: Wesceteree 


Oof/en aud eek on okceh Le Lary pte Bore, kal | fe forner toes Ire Lovee. 
au (hae Later Lox Cande ao tt ded not allow @ fore ecreakaline of acer 
re) rota eNO ord0 dag ised a Otacdiak Boating (hat Kalbe Cv Sruvied 
ete Cer, ee leavied hel I Leek tse Co OL 
ae See Jes card feet 2d /leew ae / hte at le: Ba ok OLrau~ 
Leg £2 dome under A Ku binocular wil a govie Gall, wt Love 
Zot Oopaleh, | Key Crushed Lona fuise_peurlere breith, /ler PHallad toll 
Wot ny are LUA BA [CVC Qenuh. 

Nin Kopucg Ge Pel ory © Hessifrd 1 barat of Wes 1S 20 
eee te 26) of Tease Geb anny docch 
la Wyant Lud) eee OpOLL-0 Of Vee AHS, ect Oho 7Hd-<f 20k 
bs able Ce Krcste | les van 2s Olle b1 FUE dedvbing JO Hk AOU 
Lud Cau onhy 20 ray tor ab Harun cu He bcroucey a Shewdadpe, 
Y eauuet geh Want 11 Larne brett Cake evr? (AE 72.6 ar 9 hate Lt a0 
ES Can purdge of (te wage of (te bovHl L120 ark foLnael OnrceLons 
as heey tortl add Lhile a aceg, 

Nave negaliver of aU Obyrroes aud Qrrees of (7S acd 
Ne O0 cb ovehy Dom ased Le G4 I7F6aud GY Aud V aac get fron (ee. Colloe- 
Lene WS J cooaexcl , Nes EAE ELA (0 SD jisw a7 (Ae 22- 
De flien bf |e IYPE Htanteorsd Bors. Vy Oon-Lu- law plerligrapted /do0 
7 yo bn} as He ca @ bosag Lasiyer ant ae \eauret cnceparon Hew 
/ ke 0-6 af (776 see)’ Py 20k will jean Watery WS pugadn, aot get rhe 
bret gqsuth Me Cech Harr Le bs pit rgrapoted deparaleey , 


ery Queer eS 


Feb. 10, 1957 


George H. Clapp, Esq., 
Woodland Road, 
Edgeworth, 

Sewickley, Pa. 


Hear Mr. Clapp: 


Your letter just received. In the same mail was the 
enclosed circular which I am sending on to you on the bare 
chance that you did not get one. I doubt if there is anything 
in it that you want. This you need not return as two others 
came into the buiiding. 


I told Mr. Newell that you would probably be in here 
on the 15¢h. We do all of our own photography here in the 
building and this could automatically be looked after. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 
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March 24, 1937 


Mr. George H. Clapp, 
Woodland Road, “édgeworth, 
Sewickley, Pa. 

r 


Dear Mr. Clapp: 


I have looked up the reference in the Coin Collector's 
Journal given by Doughty and it is the same reference that 
Newcomb quotes. In other words, C.C.J. for March 1880 is the same 
as C.C.J., Vol. U, page 35. 


Doughty quotes in substance he does not quote word for word. 
In fact, he changes the order around slightly. Of course I do not 
know whether Newcomb quotes the thing exactly or not. 

The photograph you sent is beautifully clear. The only 


possible criticism that could be made would be that it could be a 
trifle more contrasty but not much more. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 
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